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CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 2676 
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SUBJECT: NEWS MAGAZINE DIRECTOR OLAVARRIA SEEKS ASYLUM IN 
NICARAGUAN EMBASSY 

REF: CARACAS 2333 

1 . JORGE OLAVARRIA, DIRECTOR OF THE POPULAR NEWSWEEKLY 
"RESUMEN", REQUESTED POLITICAL ASYLUM FROM THE NICARAGUAN 
EMBASSY THE EVENING OF MARCH 16. AFTER STUDYING A REQUEST 

FOR SAFE CONDUCT, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED A STATEMENT GRANTING 
THE REQUEST SINCE NICARAGUAN "ASSUMES THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR JUDGING 
(OLAVARRIA) A POLITICAL ASYLEE." THE NOTE STATED THAT OLAVARRIA 
WAS NOT THE OBJECT OF POLITICAL PERSECUTION. ONE NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
HE SOUGHT ASYLUM IN SEVERAL EMBASSIES BEFORE SETTLING ON THE 
NICARAGUANS. OLAVARRIA REPORTEDLY WILL LEAVE VENEZUELA MARCH 21 
AND WILL STOP IN MIAMI ON HIS WAY TO NICARAGUA. 

2. OLAVARRIA HAS BEEN HAVING LEGAL DIFFICULTIES CONCERNING 
HIS EX- WIFE'S PROPERTY AND A DEFAMATION OF CHARACTER 
SUIT FILED BY LOW LEVEL INFORMATION MINISTRY OFFICIAL. 

HE HAS ALSO RAISED HACKLES WITHIN THE GOV FOR REPEATED 
POLITICAL AND PERSONAL ATTACKS ON PRESIDENT PEREZ AND, 

IN PARTICULAR, ONE MEMBER OF HIS CABINET, PROMPTING AN ILL-CONCEALED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RETALIATION ORCHESTRATED FROM THE INFORMATION MINISTRY 
(SEE REFTEL). OLAVARRIA WAS RELEASED ON BOND IN FEBRUARY, BUT 
WAS IMMEDIATELY WENT INTO HIDING WHEN AN ORDER WAS ISSUED FOR HIS 
ARREST IN THE DEFAMATION CASE, A NORMAL LEGAL PROCEDURE. RUMORS 
HAD FILLED THE LOCAL PAPERS FOR SEVERAL WEEKS THAT HE 
WOULD SEEK ASYLUM IN THE BRAZILIAN EMBASSY AND HIS TURN TO THE 
NICARAGUANS, ALTHOUGH LOGICAL, COMES AS SOMETHING OF A SURPRISE. 
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OLAVARRIA HAS CHARGED THE GOV WITH HARASSMENT AND POLITICAL 
PERSECUTION THROUGHOUT HIS TRAVAIL AND HAS NOW CAPPED THESE CHARGES 
WITH HIS REQUEST FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM. 

COMMENT: BY TURNING TO THE NICARAGUANS, OLAVARRIA IS 
GIVING ONE LAST NOSE-THUMB TO PEREZ, WHOSE OPPOSITION TO THE SOMOZA 
REGIME IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD. ALSO THE GOV HAS GIVEN ASYLUM 
TO A NUMBER OF NICARAGUANS IN ITS MANAGUA EMBASSY. BY ASSIGNING 
THE NICARAGUANS THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DETERMINING THE "POLITICAL" 

MERITS, THE GOV IS SEEKING TO AVOID THE IMPLIED ADMISSION OF 
PERSECUTION INVOLVED IN GRANTING SAFE CONDUCT TO THIS NATIONAL 
GADFLY. 

VAKY 
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